
Presbyterian Post 

V i n to n P re sby t e r i a n  Ch u rc h    
6 0 8  1 s t  Av e nue  V i nt on ,  I A   52 3 49   
P ho n e :  ( 31 9) 4 72 - 37 6 6  o r  ( 31 9) 4 72 -5 0 4 9  
W e b s i t e :   ww w. v in to np re sby t e r i a n .o rg  

May 
2016 

I s s u e  3 5 7  

1 

Life Is Better Together At The Presbyterian Church Of Vinton, We Have A Place For You!  

A thing called Pentecost... 

So what’s this thing called “Pentecost”? 

Well, it’s many things.  It’s all of these: 

 The birthday of the church.   

 The descending of the Holy Spirit. 

 The final ascension of Christ into heav-
en. 

 The Seventh Sunday after Easter. 

 The 50th day after Easter. 

 The Feast of Weeks (the Grain Harvest). 

Okay, but what does it mean to us? 

Pentecost, because it represents so many 
things, becomes vague for people in under-
standing what it represents.  It’s not like 
Christmas where a baby is born (one event) 
or Easter where Christ is raised (again, one 
event).  Instead, Pentecost has mixed sym-
bolism and thus people are often confused 
by what it is they are really celebrating on 
Pentecost. 

Pentecost is seen as the birthday of the 
church primarily because it is here that we 
see the gift of “tongues” or language fall 
upon the disciples that are gathered and it is 
symbolic of the way the message of Christ 
and the gospel will spread out over the 
world.  It is also when the disciples really 
begin their ministry and teaching about Je-
sus. In Acts 2, starting at v. 14, Peter ad-
dresses the crowd in Jerusalem.  One of the 
first acts of prosthelyzation (or recruiting to 
one’s faith/beliefs) that we see from Jesus’ 

disciples.  They are 
going out on their 
own to spread the 
word about Jesus. 

The descending 
of the Holy Spirit 
is seen in Acts 2:4 
when the disciples 
that are gathered 
are filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  We use red vestments and 
stoles, and often dress in red on Pentecost to 
symbolize the “divided tongues, as of fire” 
that appeared among the disciples and rest-
ed on them. When they were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 

The final ascension of Christ into heav-
en.  We see this in Acts 1:8-11:  “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witness-
es in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.  When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lift-
ed up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.  While he was going and they were 
gazing toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them.” (Acts 1:8-10)   
It actually happens a few days earlier (May 
5 this year) but we wrap it up into the whole 
Pentecost celebration. 

Pentecost gets its name not from the 
event itself but from the date it represents 
on the calendar.  It is 50 days after Easter, or 
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Worship 
May 1: Pastor Jessica Crane-Munoz will lead  10:30 worship. Communion will be 
served.    

May 8: Pastor Jessica Crane-Munoz will lead  10:30 worship.   

May 15: Pastor Jessica Crane-Munoz will lead  10:30 worship.   

May 22: Pastor Jessica Crane-Munoz will lead  10:30 worship.   

May 29: Pastor Jessica Crane-Munoz will lead  10:30 worship.   

Wear Red May 15 for Pentecost and Wear Blue May 29th for our Fifth Sunday/Mission support 

May 1 
Greeters & Ushers:   
Elders and Deacons 
Liturgist: Terrie Johnson 
 
May 8 
Greeters & Ushers:  
Junior High Youth Group 
Liturgist: Alex Maynard 
 
May 15 
Greeters & Ushers:  
Christian Education 
Liturgist: Jeff Holmes 
 
May 22 
Greeters & Ushers:   
Christian Education 
Liturgist: Dottie Anderson 
 
May 22 
Greeters & Ushers:   
Christian Education 
Liturgist: Rosemary Schwartz 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP SNACKS & ANNEX  
TREATS 

Christian Education 

 
BULLETIN BOARD 

Deacons 
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May greeters and ushers 

Invitation 
The Stainbrook family would like to invite our 

church family to a celebration of Brian Stain-
brook’s graduation at the family home at 1016 1st 
Avenue on May 28 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

New piano use policy 

The Worship Committee has adopted the 
following policy to about the pianos at our 
church: 

We are asking that children only use the 
piano in the basement or the one in the choir 
loft if they want to explore their talents.  The 
choir piano and the baby grand piano are off 
limits unless they are being used by youth for 
performing or preparing to perform, at our 
church and then must have adult supervision 
when doing so.  Thank you for your under-
standing.  

Mother’s Day dinner May 8 
JHYG would like to invite all Mothers for a 

meal with their families on Sunday May 8, 
2016, after the worship service in the fellow-
ship hall.  The meal will consist of Salisbury 
Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Corn and many deli-
cious dessert.  Call Dianna, 319-310-7108, if 
you'd like a home meal delivered.  

Also, immediately after the service we will 
take the annual congregational photo, weather 
permitting, of course! 
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Friendship 

Fellowship 

New Procedure for Collect-
ing the Birthday Offering  

In November, the Presbyteri-
an Women created a new, special 
birthday offering collection on the 
fourth Sunday of the month. A 
container will be placed in the 
front of the church, and during 
worship service, there will be a 
special time in which those with 
birthdays each month can come 
forward and put their birthday 
offering in the container. We ask 
that you consider bringing 1¢ for 
each year you are old. That is, if 
you turn 80, please bring 80 
cents. This replaces putting your 
offering in the containers found 
in the elevator room and north-
east corner room off the sanctu-
ary. Offerings go to support many 
missions and outreach programs 
of the Presbyterian Women.  

Let’s Celebrate!   

Birthdays 

 
Emily Johnson   May 2 

Donna Wiese   May 2 

Sara Johnson   May 3 

Arlene Sturtz   May 6 

Angie Johnson                May 10 

Jennifer Rake                May 12 

Jim Rake                May 15 

Don Eells                May 15 

Shirley Bickel                May 16 

Gwen Eells                May 17 

Terrie Johnson                May 17 

Ashlie Meyer                 May 18 

Martha Lundberg                May 21 

Nancy Baldwin                May 22 

Rosemary Kampman                 May 22 

Mindy McClintock                May 22 

Sadie Burke                May 23 

Roxanne Higgins                May 24 

Brody Stueck                May 24 

Autumn McGowan                May 27 

Janet Elwick                May 29 

Jeff Holmes                May 29 

Luke Beyer                May 29 

Haley Clark                May 31 

Friendship Fellowship met April 4, 2016, at the Pizza 
Ranch with 37 in attendance.  Following the prayer, we 
enjoyed delicious food.  We celebrated the April birthday 
of Jessica Crane-Munoz. The minutes were approved as 
read.  We have $115.00 in our treasury.   

Our book project for use by children visiting their par-
ents at the Benton County Jail is going well.  If there are 
those of you who would still like to contribute gently used 
books for this purpose, there is a container in the lower el-
evator room for such.  Thanks to the many that have al-
ready contributed.  

Andrew Elwick presented a very interesting program 
on the history of Vinton.  He shared an old map of Vinton 
and explained the change in location of many of the struc-
tures.   We had a good time discussing years gone by. 

  Our next meeting will be May 2, 2016, at 6:00 at the 
Pizza Ranch.  Gilbert and Rosie Hansen and Susie Hansen 
will be host and hostesses.   

We invite all of you to join us for a night of fun and fel-
lowship. 
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7 Sundays after Easter.  The 
root comes from the Greek 
word “pente” for 5 -  like pen-
tagram, pentagon, the popular 
singing group “Pentatonix”.   

So what’s this about a 
Feast of Weeks or Grain 
Feast?  It comes from an Old 
Testament tradition.  The feast 
of weeks was a Hebrew cele-
bration of the first of the grain 
harvest of the year.  Here’s 
where it gets complicated.  
The Feast of First Fruits hap-
pens on the Sunday after Pass-
over.  Then the Feast of Weeks 

happens 50 days after the 
Feast of First Fruits.  Overlap 
this Hebrew tradition with the 
Christian tradition and you get 
Easter = Feast of Fruits and 
Pentecost = Feast of Weeks.  
The Christian and Jewish cal-
endar no longer align for these 
celebrations, but that’s how it 
started out.  Why does it mat-
ter?  On a practical level, 
knowing that the Feast of 
Weeks happens with Pentecost 
isn’t a critical part of our tra-
dition.  But it would have 
made for a big crowd in Jeru-

salem for that first Pentecost 
when Peter addresses the 
crowd.  There would have 
been hundreds+ more people 
in the city celebrating the 
Feast of Weeks than you 
would have found on an ordi-
nary day.   

There you have it.  Pente-
cost.  Wear Red on May 15! 

Pastor Jessica 
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Bowling blast for JHYG 
The members of the Junior High 

Youth Group rocked out to a little 
bowling at Berry’s Lanes, and even 
had a little fun decorating bowling 
pins for prizes! 

JHYG would like to thank our 
families for their continued support in 
our activities. We would like to thank 
the parents and grandparents that help 
us with our meals and service pro-
jects. 

JHYG would like to thank everyone 
that came to their Sunrise Service and 
Breakfast.  We enjoy doing the service 
and breakfast. 

We are also looking forward to the 
Mother’s Day dinner on May 8, as well 
as Confirmation Sunday on May 15.   
 
Cyrus Elwick, Kaitlin Meyer, Jane 
Wilms, Haley Clark, Luke Beyer, Em-
ma Arnold, Sage Holmes, Grace Wilms, 
Sophia Dilley, Gretta Dilley, Graham 
Henkle, Kay Fett, Addy Maynard, Miles 
Elwick, Hannah McGowan 
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Summer Lunch Program: 
 
 This year, the Vinton-Shellsburg school 
district will be running the community summer 
lunch program for children and youth.  The Vin-
ton Area Ministerial Association (VAMA) is com-
ing alongside them to support their efforts.   
 Our day to assist and provide volunteers 
will be Fridays this summer, while school is out 
of session. We need 3 volunteers each week for 
approximately 2.5 hours per day to help prep 
food, supervise children, and clean up after the 
meal is complete.    
 More information will be available soon. 
Please watch for information in the bulletin and 
on our website.   

 From Christian Education: 
 
The last day of Sunday School will be May 8.  
 
Pentecost and Confirmation will be  on  May 15.  In 
observance of Pentecost, members are encouraged to 
wear red.   We will celebrate our high school gradu-
ates on  May 22. 
 
Confirmands are Emma Arnold, Gretta Dilley, So-
phia Dilley, Hunter Hillman, Sage Holmes and Grace 
Willms. 
 
Graduates include Tyler Clark, Daisy Johnson, Anni-
ka Schmidt, Brian Stainbrook and Tyler Stueck.   
 

 
From the back cover:   

“Growing old has been the greatest surprise of my life,” 

says Billy Graham, known by many as God’s Ambassador.  

“I would have never guessed what God had in store for 

me, and I know that as I am nearing home, He will not 

forsake me the last mile of the way.” 

Thursdays this Summer: 
June 2 - Aug 4 

10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Led by Alberta Reifestahl 

Gently used copies of “Nearing Home” are available for pur-
chase in the church office for $4/copy.  It can be purchased 
new through major retail vendors. 
 
Sign up to attend by calling the church office at 472-3766, or 
emailing vintonpresbyterian@gmail.com  



 

Presbyterian Church 
608 1st Ave 
Vinton, IA 52349 

Please update the church office with 
any changes in phone number, 

addresses or email, anytime they 
change.  We would like to keep 

everyone informed. 
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DATE!!

Scan this with your smart phone to go directly to our website! 

Where Can I find it?..... 

Pastor’s Letter….……………………... Page 1 

Worship Information………………… Page 2 

Birthdays & Anniversaries.………….... page 3 

News…………………..................Pages 2, 3 & 4 

Calendar of Events………………… Page 5 

 
 

 
Submission deadline for May Post is  

May 26. 

You may submit items of interest by e-mail to Jeff at 

presbyterianpost@hotmail.com or to the church office 

during office hours.   

   


