
THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
September 20, 2020, 10:30 AM 

16th Sunday after Pentecost/Ordinary Time 
Rev. Jessica Crane Munoz 

 
Participate in responsive and unison prayers at home as you feel 
comfortable. 
   
Prelude 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Pastor Jessica 
 
Introit     This is My Father’s World              Adult Bells 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:  The living God has sent the living bread from heaven, to fill our 
hearts with strength. 
Kelly Henkle:  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, we come to worship our triune God this day. 
 
Call to confession:               Pastor Jessica 
 Let us confess our sins to the One whose eyes are open day and 
night, ready to hear our cries and our prayers. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION               Kelly Henkle 
 Watchful God, you know our plight.  You have seen when we 
have not believed your words, but have loved us anyway.  You have 
seen when we have betrayed your love, yet you have not revoked it.  
We are wanderers in the wilderness of life, defenseless against the 
pains the world would inflict.  In our weakness, in our doubt, continue 
to give your shelter, and forgive us for our doubts and fears.  Amen. 
 
Moment of Silence   
ASSURANCE OF PARDON            Pastor Jessica 
 The Living God hears our cries and forgives our sin!  The Lord 
God is our strength and our shield.  Through Christ Jesus, we are 
forgiven, thanks be to God. 

SCRIPTURE   Jonah 3:10-4:11                     Kelly Henkle 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 
bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very displeasing to 
Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, "O 
LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That 
is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take 
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live." 
And the LORD said, "Is it right for you to be angry?"  Then Jonah went 
out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city.  The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come 
up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God 
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It is 
better for me to die than to live." 
But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" 
And he said, "Yes, angry enough to die." 
Then the LORD said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 
and perished in a night.  And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 
and also many animals?" 
 
Song:  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah 
SCRIPTURE   Exodus 16:2-15                    Pastor Jessica 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, "If only we had 
died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." 



Then the LORD said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven 
for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for 
that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 
instruction or not.  On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days." 
So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you shall 
know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has 
heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?" 
And Moses said, "When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening 
and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the 
complaining that you utter against him--what are we? Your 
complaining is not against us but against the LORD." 
Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the whole congregation of the 
Israelites, 'Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.'" 
And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in 
the cloud. 
The LORD spoke to Moses and said, "I have heard the complaining of 
the Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God.'" 
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the 
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.  When the layer of 
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 
substance, as fine as frost on the ground.  When the Israelites saw it, 
they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it 
was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the LORD has given you 
to eat. 
 
MESSAGE                          Pastor Jessica 
 
Anthem  Great is Thy Faithfulness           Bell  Quartet 
    Judy Thurman, Marilyn Yedlik, Becky Fisher, Jodi Bierschenk 
  

Doxology 
Invitation:  Our God has bestowed on us favor and honor 
through Christ, who has given us the words of eternal life.  From 
this fullness, let us now offer our gifts of thanksgiving, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                            Kelly Henkle                                                                  
Living God, we give you thanks for Christ, the bread of heaven, through 
whom we offer these gifts.  Endow these gifts with your power, that 
they may express your steadfast love and impart your sustaining 
strength to all those in need.  Amen. 
               
Song:  Almighty Father Give Us a Vision 
     
Prayer of the People, & Lord’s Prayer 
Leader:  We pray for the people of the world. 
Kelly Henkle:  For leaders, like Moses, who lead in the face of 
uncertainty and adversity. 
Leader:  We pray for the people of the world. 
Kelly Henkle:  The faithful who follow God’s call, and those who, like 
Jonah, turn another way. 
Leader:  We pray for the people of the world. 
Kelly Henkle:  For people who long for righteousness, for people who 
long for basic necessities, and for people who long to see the face of 
God. 
Leader:  We pray for the church, in all lands. 
Kelly Henkle:  May the church be the hands and feet of Christ, 
incarnate in the world. 
Leader:  We pray for doctors, nurses, researchers, scientists, and all 
those who work to alleviate and mitigate Covid-19.  
Kelly Henkle:  And we do not forget those who face Covid-19 and other 
illnesses, crises of health, and who need comfort, healing, and rest. 
Leader:  We think too of those whose livelihoods have been devastated 
by the events of the year, both natural and human-caused. 



Kelly Henkle:  We pray for the mental health and fortitude of those 
who struggle, and we pray for resilience in the midst of sorrow, 
devastation, and the unknown future. 
Leader:  We pray for children, teachers, and all those who work in 
schools, daycares, and universities around the country. 
Kelly Henkle:  May places of learning be places where hope abounds, 
and may you grant safety, O Lord, to our children, young adults, and 
those who teach and care for them. 
Leader:  So many prayers we could lift to you this day that we cannot 
name them all.  Yet you know our hearts and the words that live 
therewithin.  We lift our needs, concerns, and our joys to you, in the 
name of Christ, who taught us to pray, saying: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Postlude 
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Announcements:  This year as we begin Sunday school, we are 
making the following changes due to Covid-19: 

• Folks cannot gather downstairs for coffee fellowship before 
worship. 

• For the beginning of the year, we will not have adult, youth, or 
children’s choirs.  There will be no children’s hand bells at this 
time. 

• Sunday school time has changed to:  9:30-10:15.  We are 
looking for an individual/s who may be interested in leading 
an adult Sunday school class.  This could be ongoing or part of 
a short series. 

• We will not have mid-week Wednesday programming at this 
time.  We will re-evaluate in November the safety of resuming 
this program. 

 
 
In this time of good fall weather, assuming there is no rain and the 
wind isn’t gusting, we will enjoy socially/physically distanced coffee 
time outside.  Coffee will be served in go cups and we ask that you 
get a new cup if you wish a refill.  Treats will be individually packaged.  
Those serving will wear masks and use gloves. 
 
 
 
FEMA disaster assistance may be available for individuals impacted by 
Severe Wind Event -- Derecho occurring in August 2020. 
Individuals who sustained damages as a direct result of the disaster can 
apply for FEMA disaster assistance (DR-4557-IA). Registrations can be 
completed by contacting FEMA’s toll-free Helpline at 1-800-621-3362, 
6:00AM—10:00 PM CST. Registration is also available online 
at http://www.disasterassistance.gov or through the FEMA Mobile 
App (available 24/7). 
  
 

http://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app
https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app


 
 

 
Zoom #  
From Pastor Jessica:  I first picked this book up in March (Covid 
reading!) and since then I’ve read it through at least two times and 
have read other portions more than that.  It’s an easy read, and gives 
great insight into how other people (and we ourselves) respond to live 
in stress, in normalcy, and in conflict.   
Currently, only hard copies of this book are available at $15, but 
please don’t let the price deter you from participating – CE can help 
cover the cost if it is an obstacle for you.  Digital copies are available 
for $12 from various sellers.  *If purchasing on your own, please make 
sure you pick the regular copy and *not* the one that says study 
guide as the book covers are nearly identical. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pew Cushions: 
Friends, several of you have inquired as to whether or not pew 
cushions can be replaced. At this time, they cannot.  
 
Because pew cushion fabric is porous, we cannot clean it the same 
way we can pews and chairs with a water/sanitizer mix. When there 
are funerals or other activities in our sanctuary mid-week, we have no 
ability to clean cushions to kill germs. If you are uncomfortable in the 
pew seating, we welcome you to bring a cushion from home or 
choose a chair in the back of the sanctuary.   
 
 
 
Small group meetings may resume in the Fellowship Hall, as per 
session.  Groups may meet on Wednesdays and must schedule in 
advance to be placed on the church calendar.  Each group that meets 
will have cleaning protocols that must be followed upon the group’s 
departure.  This will include wiping down tables, chairs, doors, and 
light fixtures.  A list and supplies will be provided. 
 

 
                           


